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Aguilar is Interim Dean of the School of Coun-
seling and Personal Development at South-
western College. In 1975, Mario became in-
volved with the ancient indigenous dance tra-
dition called Danza Azteca. In 1980 he and 
Beatrice were married and together they 
formed their own dance circle, Danza 
Mexicayotl. Their dance circle was recognized 
on December 12, 1980 in Mexico City at the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe at a tradi-
tional dance ceremony. Since that time, Mario 
and Beatrice have consistently offered free 
dance classes to the communities of San 
Ysidro and Sherman Heights. Danza 
Mexicayotl has gained status as a non-profit, 
501(c)(3) organization and has as its mission, 
‘‘To preserve and teach the indigenous tradi-
tions of Mexico and the Southwestern U.S.’’ 
Danza Mexicayotl has become an active and 
well established dance tradition known 
throughout San Diego, California, the United 
States and in Mexico. Under the leadership of 
Mario and Beatrice, many other dance groups 
have formed throughout California and the 
Southwestern United States. Together, these 
groups help proliferate the songs, dance and 
spiritual movement of this ancient tradition 
from Mexico. 

Lupe Ortega: Lupe Ortega is the Business 
Manager for O’Day Consultants, a civil engi-
neering firm in North County, where she uses 
her bicultural background and bilingual skills 
as assets in her job. She is also a licensed 
real estate agent operating under Lupe Ortega 
Enterprises/PMT Companies, a public notary 
and member of the San Diego Association of 
Realtors. Ortega strongly agrees with giving 
back to the community and she donates her 
time, talents and skills by serving as a director 
on a number of boards and committees. She 
is also a skilled photographer and had some 
of her work published in Photographers Forum 
Best Photography Annual 1999. 

Today, with an estimated Hispanic popu-
lation of over 39 million in our country, we 
must also recognize that our efforts to com-
memorate Hispanic culture should not be lim-
ited merely to a one-month period. This is an 
outlook that each of the six San Diego Local 
Heroes embodies. These community leaders 
have used their skills and experiences to em-
power others. Their time and efforts are truly 
changing the lives of those around them. 

I hope you, Mr. Speaker, and all of my col-
leagues will join me in honoring these unsung 
heroes and their accomplishments for the 
Latino community. 
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Diane Rehm, who today enters her 25th 
year of hosting her WAMU radio show, The 
Diane Rehm Show. Her show is a true public 
service and she deserves our thanks and rec-
ognition for her efforts. 

In this era of 30-second soundbites, style 
over substance, and reporters interviewing 
other reporters, The Diane Rehm Show offers 
two hours per day of thoughtful, balanced ex-
amination of the issues. In fact, 1.4 million lis-

teners on NPR and Sirius satellite radio enjoy 
Ms. Rehm’s refuge from the typical talking 
head radio hosts who don’t listen. 

While she has hosted the biggest names in 
public life, some of Ms. Rehm’s most fas-
cinating conversations are with callers or 
guests who are being interviewed for the first 
time. As she says, ‘‘It’s crucial we hear not 
only the voices of policymakers and experts, 
but that everyone has a chance to offer their 
opinions and ask questions.’’ Topics on the 
show range from the war in Iraq to the art of 
landscape design. 

Ms. Rehm is also part of a tradition of public 
figures who turn adversity into a public serv-
ice. In 1998, her career nearly came to a halt 
because of a mysterious speech problem. She 
took a leave of absence from the show until 
she was diagnosed and treated for spasmodic 
dysphonia, a neurological disorder. Not one to 
be defeated, she returned to the show and 
made a point of bringing attention to the con-
dition by writing a book and speaking out 
about her disease. Shortly after her return to 
radio in 2000, she interviewed President Clin-
ton and became the first radio talk show host 
to interview a sitting President in the Oval Of-
fice. 

I’m sure I join many of my colleagues and 
the American public in thanking Ms. Rehm for 
25 thought-provoking years. Again, we con-
gratulate her and we look forward to many 
more years of The Diane Rehm Show to 
come. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to congratulate one of my hometown 
school districts for its outstanding achieve-
ments and recently being named the 2004 
Texas Honor School Board by the Texas As-
sociation of School Administrators. 

Among the factors that resulted in the rec-
ognition of the Lewisville School Board were 
its vision, commitment, and leadership as pol-
icy makers; commitment to the improvement 
of student performance and evidence of aca-
demic achievement; evidence of strong com-
munity support for the district; cooperation 
among board members and the super-
intendent; and evidence of successful school- 
business partnerships. 

Congratulations to the following members of 
the Lewisville district school board: Mark 
Shaw, Fred Placke, Carol Kyer, Anita Nelson, 
Tom Kim, Mike McDaniel, and Tom Ferguson 
for the honor. 

I am delighted that your award-winning per-
formance has garnered you this recognition. 
Your work is greatly appreciated. 

The Lewisville school district has a history 
of outstanding distinction throughout the state 
of Texas and continues to pursue educational 
excellence. Every member is vital to the over-
all goal and performance of the board. 
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker: 
Whereas, Jared Bloom has devoted himself 

to serving others through his membership in 
the Boy Scouts of America; and 

Whereas, Jared Bloom has shared his time 
and talent with the community in which he re-
sides; and 

Whereas, Jared Bloom has demonstrated a 
commitment to meet challenges with enthu-
siasm, confidence and outstanding service; 
and 

Whereas, Jared Bloom must be com-
mended for the hard work and dedication he 
put forth in earning the Eagle Scout Award. 

Therefore, I join with the residents of 
Rayland, the entire 18th Congressional Dis-
trict, Jared’s family and friends in congratu-
lating Jared Bloom as he receives the Eagle 
Scout Award. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate a constituent of my dis-
trict, Tyler Hamilton, who won the gold medal 
in the Men’s Cycling Time Trials in Athens last 
month. Tyler finished the time trials with a time 
of 57 minutes and 37.74 seconds. 

Many of you in this chamber may remember 
Tyler in last year’s Tour de France, when he 
finished fourth after he broke his collarbone in 
the first stage of the race. However, Tyler’s 
athletic career did not begin with cycling. He 
began skiing competitively with the University 
of Colorado ski team in the early 1990s. How-
ever, after a mountain biking injury ended his 
ability to continue to ski competitively he 
turned to cycling. Within a year Tyler became 
the NCAA cycling champion. He has contin-
ued to compete in a series of stage and one- 
day races, including becoming the first Amer-
ican to win the Liege-Bastogne-Liege, an an-
nual 165 mile race held in Belgium. 

Tyler is also actively involved with the Tyler 
Hamilton Foundation which works with the Na-
tional Multiples Sclerosis Society and Junior 
Cycling. His foundation helps to provide care 
management for people affected by MS as 
well as promotes ways for people with MS to 
relieve social isolation and provides tools to 
live a fulfilling life while living with the disease. 

Tyler is also working to promote the sport of 
cycling in the United States so that young as-
piring cyclists can make it over the many hur-
dles to reach success in the sport. His founda-
tion is working to broaden exposure to the 
sport of cyclists and expand organized cycling 
for the youth of America. 

Tyler has made more than just a name for 
himself in the cycling world; he has made a 
name for the sport of cycling in the United 
States. I am sure I join many people in our 
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